
Opioid
Whataredrugsofabuse?

 Adrugofabusereferstoanydrugthataltersmoodorbodyfunctionthatcan

behabit-formingoraddictive.

Whatareopioids?

 Opioidsarenaturalorsyntheticderivativesofpoppyplant.

 Anopioidisanydrugthatactivatestheopioidreceptorsfoundinthebrain,

spinalcordandgut.

Differentkindsofopioids:-

 Natural:-Opium ,morphineandcodeine.

 Semi–synthetic:-Heroin

 Fullysynthetic:-Pethidine,methadone

Availableform :-

 Sublingualtablet,

 Transdermalpatch

 Powderform

 Injectableform

Routeofadministration:-

 Heroin maybe smoked,chased (inhaled)orinjected (intramuscularor

intravenous).

 Morphineisusuallyinjectedintravenously.

 ‘Skinpopping’orsubcutaneousadministrationisalsoavailable.



Effectsofopioids:-

1)Psychologicaleffects:-

 Dependentusershaveshortlived(lessthanaminute)intenseexperience–

“rush”i.e.profoundeuphoria,painreliefanddream likestate.

 Excitationwithconvulsionmayoccurinhigherdoses.

 Apathyordysphoria

 Impairedjudgement

 Impairedperformance

 Psychomotoragitationorretardation

 Impairedattentionandmemory

 Illusionorhallucinationwithinsight

2)Physicaleffects:-

 Pupillaryconstriction

 Pupillarydilation(anoxic)

 Slurredspeech

 Slowrespiration

 Slowpulse

 Pulmonaryedema

 Hypothermia

 Warm andflushedskin

 Nauseaandvomiting

 Anorexiaandconstipation

 Delayedinejaculation



 Stupor/coma

Whatarethesignsofwithdrawal?

 Abdominalcramps,nausea,vomiting,anorexia,profuse sweating,dilated

pupils,hyperactivebowelsounds,irritability,tremors,wateryeyes,runnynose,

yawning,diffusemuscleaches,bodyache,sleepreduction,sadnessand

moodchangescravingforthedrug

Whendoeswithdrawalstart?

 Withinfewhoursafterthelastadministrationsuchasheroin

 Peakbetween48and72hoursafterthelastdoseandsubsideafterabouta

week.

Healthhazardsoflongterm opiateuse:-

1.Relatedtomodeofselfadministrationofdrug–parenteral:-

 Cellulitis,thrombophlebitis,endocarditis,septicemia,hepatitisBandC,AIDS,

pulmonaryhypertension.

2.Relatedtomodeofselfadministrationofdrug–inhalation:-

 Chronichepatitis,respiratoryinfections

3.Socio-economicdeclineinlivingstandard:-

 Nutritionaldeficiencies,multiplevitamindeficiencies.

4.Poorimmunestatus:-

 Recurrentinfections,pulmonarytuberculosis

5.Miscellaneous:-

 Overdose(accidental,deliberate),accidentalinjuryduringintoxicatedstate.


